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NORTH WESSEX DOWNS
LANDSCAPE TRUST
Increasing awareness of the North Wessex Downs
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and securing
its long-term protection and enhancement

Welcome to our Spring 2022 newsletter, keeping you up to date with
our current projects, their progress and thoughts for the future.
The last two years has seen a dramatic increase in the number of people enjoying all
aspects of our AONB. One of the jewels in the North Wessex Downs is the River Kennet
and its tributaries. I am most grateful to Rupert Kelton, Project Manager, Action for the
River Kennet (ARK) for his inspiring piece, below, on the work he was involved in with
the Sparkling Streams project.
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There are several events planned for this year to increase the awareness of the Trust
and the AONB, especially in this year of the AONB’s 50th anniversary. The Trust is
hosting a walk and canal cruise on the 16th June, commencing in Hungerford, as part
of the AONB’s Walking Festival. Additionally, the Trust’s “Getting to Know the North
Wessex Downs” course is taking place at Marlborough Summer School, and the Trust
will be represented at the Ramsbury Street Fair on 18th June. I do hope that you may
be able to join us in one or two of these, details are below.
NWDLT’s contribution to the enhancement and preservation of the AONB is increasing
and is being heard more effectively across the area. Thank you for your continued
support of the Trust’s activities.

Donald Sherlock, Chairman
Registered Charity Number 1168708

The NWD AONB covers 668 square miles, taking in 173 parishes and stretches from Swindon and Didcot
in the north to Devizes and Basingstoke in the south, Calne in the west and Reading in the east. It is the
third largest AONB in the country. Over 80% of the world’s chalk streams are in the south of England
and the AONB includes the rivers Kennet, Lambourn and mighty Test amongst others.
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Sparkling Streams
Chalk streams are a rare and prized feature of the rolling chalk landscape of the North
Wessex Downs. The crystal-clear waters that emerge from springs in the giant
aquifers beneath our feet give rise to these gentle meandering river systems and the
rich diversity of habitats and species they support.
The Sparkling Streams Project has been a successful programme of works to restore
and enhance two of the area’s perhaps less well-known chalk streams, the River
Shalbourne and the River Dun, as well as a section of the middle Kennet close to
where the Dun meets the Kennet at Hungerford.
The physical modification of
chalk streams dates back as far
as the Middle Ages and over the
centuries these rivers have been
impounded (dammed), diverted,
straightened and dredged to suit
the human activities of the time.
It
is
a
relatively
recent
phenomenon that the current
generation of riparian owners and
conservation minded organisations have begun repairing the damage of the past and
are restoring rivers to a more natural state.
Chalk streams, as low energy river systems, lack the ability to self-repair and so
having bold and imaginative landowners willing to see the physical restoration or ‘rewiggling’ of their rivers, is an essential step in enhancing these precious habitats for
the future.
The Sparkling Streams Project was fortunate to have the support of a number of such
landowners in the form of the Town & Manor of Hungerford and the Southern Streams
Farmer Group. Working alongside Action for the River Kennet (ARK) and the North
Wessex Downs AONB, this partnership was able to undertake a series of river
restoration and habitat enhancement works. The largest of these was the
reconnection and restoration of the historic course of the River Kennet at Eddington
Mill, enabling fish to swim freely past the mill for the first time in centuries.
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Alongside works to the rivers themselves,
the Sparkling Streams Project also took a
wider, catchment-based, approach to
helping tackle some of the more modern
pressures on water quality and water
quantity that impact our rivers and
exacerbate the problems associated with
the physical damage of the past. The
project carried out a range of nature-based
solutions
across
both
catchments
including building wetlands and planting trees, and, as ever, much of the work was
carried out with the generous help of volunteers.
The Sparkling Streams Project was funded by the Government’s Green Recovery
Challenge Fund and was for a one-year period only but it has left a legacy of further
works including the construction of more wetland habitat, improvements for fish
passage on the River Shalbourne and hopefully a wider network of landowners and
riparian owners open to exploring opportunities for restoring the North Wessex
Downs’ precious chalk streams.
Rupert Kelton
Project Manager, Action for the River Kennet

Meet Our New Trustee
Richard Broadhead
Richard spent the best part of forty years working for
local authorities, managing public rights of way and
access to the countryside. His career has taken him
from North Yorkshire to Sunderland and then to North
Somerset before he joined Wiltshire Council in 2003
where he progressed to the role of Head of
Countryside, Rights of Way and Streetscene, before
retiring in 2021.
As a trustee, Richard hopes to bring his experience of
working within a number of protected landscapes to
help to raise public awareness of the special qualities
of the North Wessex Downs AONB and the constant
need for the protection and enhancement of this
wonderful region.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
NWD AONB 50th Anniversary
Walking Festival
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the North
Wessex Downs AONB, the North Wessex Downs Landscape Trust
and the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust have teamed up to offer a
rather special afternoon’s combined walk and canal boat trip on
The Rose of Hungerford.
NWDLT Walk and Boat Trip, 16th June, at 2.15 pm.
Length: Up to 5.5. miles
The walk and boat trip will start at Hungerford
Wharf, the home mooring of this popular trip boat,
and will proceed westwards.
You can choose whether to walk the whole way
along the tow path, stay on board the boat for the
full trip or do a combination. At suitable points,
such as at locks and bridges, those who are
walking can join the cruisers, and those cruising can opt to walk. On board drinks and
light refreshments can be bought, and WC facilities are available.
After skirting Froxfield we shall arrive at Little Bedwyn where the boat will turn
around and return to Hungerford.
To book places click here (https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/walking/walkingfestival/). Details of the Walking Festival programme may be found on the NWD
AONB's website here (

Ramsbury Street Fair

NWDLT will be taking part of the Ramsbury Street Fair on 18th June 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. Do come and visit us in the High Street.
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Hungerford Health & Wellbeing Event
NWDLT will be represented on June 25th Hungerford Rugby Club from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Wilton Windmill 200th Anniversary
NWDLT will be represented at the family open day at Wilton Windmill on 30th July
from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Marlborough Summer School
NWDLT "Getting to Know the North
Wessex Downs" (course number 126,
week 4) is going ahead this summer after
two years of postponements. With talks,
videos, drives and short walks, this course
illustrates the wide variety of natural
qualities to be found in the region. Details
may be found here

March 2022 Quiz
After missing a year through Covid, we were
delighted, once again, to host another Quiz Night
in Ramsbury which proved to be a very jolly
evening. The competition between the ten
teams was intense and the final result very
close. The margin between the top three teams
was a mere three points, with the winners taking
home a selection of locally sourced produce for
their larders. The team bringing up the rear,
were each awarded a wooden spoon, much to
their delight! The whole event raised £1,350
towards the work of the Trust.
We hope the success of the evening will
encourage other communities within the AONB
to replicate the format and perhaps lead to a
quiz league.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND
On behalf of the North Wessex Downs AONB, the Trust manages the Sustainable
Development Fund (SDF) to deliver environmental, social and economic benefits for
our landscape and the people living and working here.
The Fund supports small-scale projects promoted by local communities and charities.
For further information on the Sustainable Development Fund, please go to our
website www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk where details will be found under the table
"Our Work". We are delighted to have been able to support the following project
recently, and hope that other villages may use this model in the future:

Wilsford Wildflower Verges Restoration

The aim of Wilsford village's restoration project is to improve diversity of flowers and
habitat along wildflower-rich roadside verges and engage with the local residents.
Two surveys identified 36 herbaceous perennials, 11 grasses, and 9 invertebrates.
To reduce the fertility of the grass and enable the wildflowers to be more
dominant, two cut and collects have been undertaken and another is planned in the
autumn when Yellow Rattle will be planted to help target locations where the
verges/wildflowers need improvement. All work has and will be undertaken by
volunteers.
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Avebury Community Orchard

New Orchard with Copper Beech in Background,
Planted for the Coronation in 1953
The Avebury Community Orchard Group were looking to extend their small orchard
into the adjoining area made available since the removal of the Old Cricket Pavilion
from the Recreation Ground.
The existing orchard, comprising a number of local Wiltshire apple varieties, was
established to mark the Jubilee in 2012 and has since been the focus for training
(pruning etc) and community Apple Days and Wassails. The Group sought funds to
provide 4 new fruit trees, stakes and ties to extend the orchard, enhance the Sports
field and contribute to Plant a Tree for The Jubilee.

For further information on the Sustainable Development Fund application
process, visit:
https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/grants-funding/sustainabledevelopment-fund.html
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