Spring 2021

NORTH WESSEX DOWNS
LANDSCAPE TRUST
Increasing awareness of the North Wessex Downs
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and securing
its long-term protection and enhancement

Welcome to our Spring 2021 newsletter, keeping you up to date with our
current projects, their progress and thoughts for the future.
Alistair Ewing, General Manager of Ramsbury Estates explains Ash
dieback and the effects on our countryside:
Some of you may have realised that our Ash trees (an estimated 80
million in the UK or approximately 13% of our broadleaf woodland)
are under attack in the form of a fungus…..Chalara Fraxinea also
known as Ash dieback disease. Spores are released on to the leaf litter
or are blown on the wind, as well as being spread on the feet of animals and walkers. This disease
dolor
is invariably fatal and it allows other pathogens to enter the tree which seals
its fate as it will be
quick to decay and become a danger to man and beast – hence the felling programme. The
Forestry Commission estimates that between 1% and 5% will show some tolerance.
Chalara was first identified in Poland in 1992, possibly originated in Asia, and has since spread
westwards. It was identified in East Anglia in 2012. England imports many thousands of young
trees from nurseries in continental Europe and this is probably the source of our infection, though it
may be that spores were windblown from the Continent. When the nature of our island status is
encountering such threats, there is no evolutionary resistance.
This disease is going to have a quite devastating effect on our hedgerows and woodlands. It
seems
rather
poignant, that in this centenary year of the creation of the Forestry Commission, UK
Fusce
mollis
woodlands face their most challenging and serious situation since its inception.

tempus felis.

We here at Ramsbury have always had a proactive approach to managing our woodlands, which is
in line with Forestry Commission guidelines. Because we are sequentially felling, over time the
woodland becomes multi aged with two hundred, one hundred and fifty, thirty year and possibly one
or two year old trees in small parcels.
This mix of ages and species creates resilience in a woodland, which effectively does two things. It
creates a very varied habitat for flora and fauna, invertebrates and the like and if disease strikes, as
in the case of Chalara, it will not destroy the wood.
Our landscape will change in the short term, but I suppose that’s evolution. The flora and fauna will
adapt and hopefully people will take the long-term view, a view that every forester takes every day.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Marlborough Summer School 2021

Course participants in 2019
at Crofton Beam Engines

The NWDLT has initiated a course “Getting to
Know the North Wessex Downs” (course
number 126) at the Marlborough College
Summer School in August, designed to raise the
profile of the North Wessex Downs and educate
people in various facets of its geology,
archaeology, history, economy and geography.
Each day has a specific topic and participants are
taken to a different site where expert guides
captivate them. The course was unanimously well
received in 2019. If you are interested in taking
part, please apply via the Marlborough Summer
School website https://summerschool.co.uk/adultcourses/landscape-and-architecture/course-126

Ramsbury Street Fair
The NWDLT will be at the Ramsbury Street Fair on
July 3rd. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Food and drink stalls, games, local produce, crafts,
plants and lots more. Do come and see us on our
stand.
If you know of any other
similar events that we
could attend, do please
contact us at info@nwdlandscapetrust.org.uk
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Please help us deliver our important conservation
work in The North Wessex Downs by supporting
our online raffle.
northwessexdownsLT.rallyup.com/raffle

The NWD AONB covers 668 square miles, taking in 173 parishes and stretches from Swindon and
Didcot in the north to Devizes and Basingstoke in the south, Calne in the west and Reading in the
east. It is the third largest AONB in the country. Over 80% of the world’s chalk streams are in the
south of England and the AONB includes the rivers Kennet, Lambourn and mighty Test amongst
others.
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Sustainable Development Fund

Sustainable
Development

On behalf of the North Wessex Downs AONB, the Trust manages the Sustainable
Development Fund (SDF) to deliver environmental, social and economic benefits for our
landscape and the people living and working here.
The Fund supports small-scale projects promoted by local communities and charities.
For further information on the Sustainable Development Fund, please go to our website
www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk where details will be found under the tab “Our work”.
Recent schemes supported include:
Letcombe Basset Parish Meeting:
Upgrades and Repairs to Footpath

Much of the path became extremely difficult to cross during
winter. The bank to the river had collapsed and the path
became impassable due to mud, overgrown shrubs and
trees. After consultation with the Countryside Access Officer,
the project comprised: clearing the overgrown and dead
wood, replanting of trees and shrubs, levelling of the path
and re-gravelling.
Avebury Community Sports & Social Club:
Disabled W.C. and Kitchens
Since lockdown the membership base of this club
has trebled, and support for this community facility,
based in the heart of Avebury, has never been
stronger.
The project will add
disabled W.C. facilities,
refurbish the existing able-bodied W.C. facilities, and
create a kitchen adjoining the function room. Sustainably
sourced timber improves the view of the building and the
World Heritage Site of Avebury.
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Hampshire Bat Group: North Hampshire Bat-box Project

The project aims to help resident bat populations, help landowners
conserve their wildlife and environment and raise public awareness of
endangered bats.
“Woodcrete” bat-boxes, which have a lifespan of decades, are
designed to provide spring/summer/autumn safe-roosting sites for
most UK bat species. Each bat-box will be individually numbered. Details will be
entered into a Hampshire Bat Group database, recording such information as GPS
coordinates, make/model, tree species, height, orientation, proximity to other boxes,
and landowner.
Crown & Anchor (Ham Pub Co Ltd):
Walks from The Crown & Anchor, Ham

A must-have booklet of 25 circular walks from the
Crown & Anchor in Ham which has devised a
variety of stimulating routes based on distances
from less than a mile to 20+ miles.
Pewsey Downs Farmers Group: Bats in The Vale

The Pewsey Downs Farmers Group (PDFG) involves 25 farmers
managing over 10,000ha on the chalk downland and Vale north of
Devizes and Pewsey. The project is to enhance the Pewsey Vale
landscape for bats. In 2018 a grant from the NWD AONB SDF
enabled the Group to convert two pillboxes for bat hibernacula.
Subsequently, three additional pillboxes were converted.
A static detector (SongMeter Mini-Bat) and hand-held detector (EchoMeter Touch II
Pro) will be used by supportive farmers and local communities, across the Pewsey
Vale. Data collected will be processed on the British Trust for Ornithology’s Acoustic
Pipeline and the data shared with other bat and environmental groups.
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Meet Our New Trustees
Lucie Follett Maitland:

Lucie lives in
Whitchurch, gateway town to the North Wessex
Downs AONB, in one of the historic mills on the
River Test. She is founder of Whitchurch
Conservation Group, a constituted community group that seeks
to promote the rural and heritage identity of Whitchurch, with a
focus on the River Test, Mill Trail and North Wessex Downs
AONB.

Garry King: Garry lives at the southern edge of the AONB, has been involved with
the North Wessex Downs AONB Partnership for many years and is one of the
founding trustees of the Landscape Trust. He currently works as an environmental
planner and academic and has many years’ experience working with a range of

Message from the Chairman
I am most grateful to Alistair Ewing for explaining the awful catastrophe which has
befallen our Ash trees. Many of our other native species are also suffering from
disease, among them the Oak, Chestnut and Box. The NWDLT will give every
assistance it can to support recovery and replacement of our native species.
On that note, the NWD AONB is to launch a 'green' Covid 19 recovery scheme for
smaller, landscape and nature projects of £250-£500 which the Trust will manage on
its behalf. The scheme will be open to anyone and further details will be posted on
the website in the coming weeks.
Your response to our Raffle has been magnificent. As 'Anonymous' has bought the
majority of tickets so far, it is difficult to thank you personally but I do thank you, one
and all, for your wonderful support.
In the meantime, let us hope that the measured relaxation of lockdown is successful
and that everyone will continue to appreciate the freedom and beauty of the North
Wessex Downs as much as they appear to have done over the last twelve months.
May I conclude by once again giving our grateful thanks for your continued support
and interest.
Donald Sherlock,
Chairman
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