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NORTH WESSEX DOWNS
LANDSCAPE TRUST
Increasing awareness of the North Wessex
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and securing its long-term
protection and enhancement.
Welcome to our Spring 2020 newsletter,
keeping you up to date with our current
projects, their progress and thoughts for
the future.
Julian Glover, the author and journalist was
commissioned by the government to: research and
produce “Landscapes Reviews: National Parks and
AONBs”.
The review, covering England,
emphasised
“that our system of national
landscapes should be a positive force for the
nation’s well being”. The report, which was
published in September 2019, concluded that
AONBs should be strengthened with increased
funding, governance reform, new shared purposes
with the National Parks and a greater voice on
development.
It further recommended that
AONBs should be re-named National Landscapes.
The implementation of these recommendations
would benefit the North Wessex Downs AONB
and give The Landscape Trust an increased role
within the organisation. Meanwhile, we await the
Government’s response.
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The NWD AONB covers 668 square miles, taking in 173 parishes and stretches from Swindon and Didcot in
the north to Devizes and Basingstoke in the south, Calne in the west and Reading in the east. It is the third
largest AONB in the country. Over 80% of the world’s chalk streams are in the south of England and the
AONB includes the rivers Kennet, Lambourn and mighty Test amongst others.
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The AONB hosted one of its most successful ‘Forums’ in November which was held at
the Englefield Estate, courtesy of Richard Benyon. There were three excellent speakers,
Lord Cameron of Dillington, Richard Benyon and Henry Oliver, director of the NWD
AONB. They were followed by a series of excellent and pertinent workshops prior to
lunch and then a tour of the estate. We are most grateful to Richard Benyon and his staff
for a fascinating and memorable day.
In March, the NWDLT held a very successful quiz night in Ramsbury Memorial Hall, in
which over 70 eager participants took part. The evening raised £1,300 for the Trust and
we are very grateful to Alder Ridge Vineyard, Ramsbury Chocolates and Honey, The Bell
at Ramsbury and Ramsbury Estates for providing prizes and other support.
When current restrictions are lifted, we will be looking to create awareness of the
NWDLT by holding promotional events in other parts of the AONB.
Sadly, a proposed walk and canal boat trip for Thursday 18th June 2020 as part of the
North Wessex Downs AONB Walking Festival has now been postponed until 2021.
The NWDLT has initiated a course “Getting to Know the North Wessex Downs”
(course number 126) at the Marlborough College Summer School in August, designed to
raise the profile of the North Wessex Downs and educate people in various facets of its
geology, archaeology, history, economy and geography. Each day has a specific topic and
participants are taken to a different site where expert guides captivate them. The course
was unanimously well received in 2019. If you are interested in taking part, please apply
via the Marlborough Summer School website https://summerschool.co.uk/adultcourses/landscape-and-architecture/course-126
All events are subject to HM Government coronavirus restrictions being lifted.
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Sustainable
Development Fund
On behalf of the North Wessex Downs AONB,
the
Trust
manages
the
Sustainable
Development Fund (SDF) to deliver
environmental, social and economic benefits for
our landscape and the people living and
working here.

Woodborough
Telephone Box
Woodborough Parish Council
adopted the BT telephone box and
after consultation with residents as
to how to use it, they decided to
convert it to an information point
with a village map, history and
leaflets, along with a book
exchange
and
possibly
a
seeds/seedlings/plant exchange.

The Fund supports small-scale projects
promoted by local communities and charities.
For further information on the Sustainable
Development Fund, please go to our website
www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk where details
will be found under the tab “Our work”. Recent
schemes supported include:

Shalbourne Village Hall
Capitalising upon their earlier success, Shalbourne Village Hall Committee are
embarking upon fundraising for the next phase of work, which will include double
glazed windows, kitchen refurbishment and stonework repairs. This work is
essential to enable it to remain financially viable whilst valuing and remaining
respectful to the building’s heritage and its place in the AONB.
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Marlborough Downs Space for Nature

As part of the wider Space for Nature programme, the project was to plant some 500 trees
around three established beech clumps, and to augment an existing species-poor, sparse hedge
with additional shrub planting to create a 680 metre tree sparrow corridor on farmland at the
foot of the Marlborough Downs. The project will have a positive impact on climate, landscape,
wildlife and people.
Tree and shrub planting contribute to increased levels of carbon sequestration. Planting will
maintain the presence of iconic downland beech clumps and enhance relict arable field
boundaries. Beech clumps shelter an abundance of wildlife in an otherwise open landscape,
and tree sparrow corridors provide cover, food and nesting habitat for a whole range of species
and are important links between habitat features across the landscape. The trees and corridor
were planted as part of a programme of activities with the local community and with other
local and national groups.

Wiltshire Ornithilogical Society

The purchase of a thermal imager will enable the team to record and, where possible, to ring
farmland birds including Skylarks, Corn Buntings, Woodcock and Golden Plover. This
information will help farmers understand how birds use their land and thus guide their
management of nature. All records will be sent to the Biological Records Centre. Interesting
counts and ringing recoveries will be posted onto social media as well as screenings of public
night time downs walks to show these magical places at night and see mammals and birds in
a different light. These walks will show how a different cast of wildlife use the downs at
night as opposed to the day and will educate and inform people of the conservation work that
is happening across the Marlborough and Pewsey Downs.
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Our SDF Assessors
The NWDLT is extremely fortunate to have a superb team of
assessors to weigh up the various aspects of projects that come
before us applying for grant assistance. Their task is to
understand the project’s benefit to the landscape and/or
community.
They each have different expertise and are
specialists in their fields and we harness this expertise to the
appropriate project. We have experts from archaeology,
farming, land management, tourism, museums and North
Wessex Downs project management. They receive no
remuneration for the work they undertake, so we are most
grateful to them for their continued input and expertise.

From the Chairman
NWDLT was particularly pleased to have been the major supporter of the
Marlborough Downs Space for Nature Project (described above) as beech clumps
are the iconic face of the NWD AONB. As the Trust establishes, I am sure its
influence will grow and it will become a voice to be heard in the AONB. I know
that we have a very prominent role to play, besides nurturing the SDF, and with the
ongoing support of our parish councils, district and county authorities, area boards
and individuals, we will be able to assume other projects which benefit the AONB
and all who live and work within it.
During these difficult times, like all other organisations, we have had to amend our
programme and as yet without an end game. With the current restrictions on our
daily lives, we are all, however, privileged to be able to access and enjoy the magical
countryside of the North Wessex Downs and surrounding area.
Thank you for your continued support and I wish you and your families good
health in the months to come and a brighter and more relaxed summer with
loosening of the controls.

Donald Sherlock
Chairman
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