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NORTH WESSEX DOWNS  
LANDSCAPE TRUST 

Increasing awareness of the North Wessex Downs  

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and securing     

its long-term protection and enhancement 

dolor 

Welcome to our Autumn 2021 newsletter, keeping you up to date with 
our current projects, their progress and thoughts for the future.  
 

We have all been restricted in our activities this year and the Landscape Trust has been no 
exception.  Our online raffle was, however, a huge success and we are most grateful for all your 
support. We are planning a Quiz Night for March 2022.  Do please join us, details on page 2.   
 

Sustainable Development Fund applications slowed this year but look to be on the rise again and 
we would ask you to encourage any eligible local projects that you are involved with to apply.  See 
page 4 for further information. 

We are supporting groups involved in planning disputes within the AONB, that fall within our brief.  
The invasion of unwanted incursions into our AONB and surrounding areas do not lessen, indeed 
the pressure is mounting, albeit that the Prime Minister pledged recently that new housing should 
in future only be built on previously developed land. 

We are grateful to Mike Simms of the Country Land and Business Association and the North 
Wessex Downs AONB for outlining the Government's Farming in Protected Landscape funding 
scheme (page 5).   As part of DEFRA's Agriculture Act 2020, the Department states "our ambition 
(is) to make our air purer, our water cleaner, our land greener and our food more sustainable. Our 
mission is to restore and enhance the environment for the next generation, and to leave the 
environment in a better state than we found it."  This very much mirrors the Trust's own mission 
statement and ought to be a rallying call for all of us. 

 
Donald Sherlock, Chairman 
Registered Charity Number 1168708 

The NWD AONB covers 668 square miles, taking in 173 parishes and stretches from Swindon and Didcot in 
the north to Devizes and Basingstoke in the south, Calne in the west and Reading in the east.  It is the 
third largest AONB in the country.  Over 80% of the world’s chalk streams are in the south of England and 
the AONB includes the rivers Kennet, Lambourn and mighty Test amongst others. 
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Marlborough  

Dark Skies Fest 
October 2021 

 

Star gazing, sketching workshops, storytelling, exhibitions, talks and tours are all on offer 
during the very first Marlborough Dark Skies Fest.  The beautiful and mysterious Museum 
of the Moon by Luke Jeram will be on display in the Marlborough College Chapel from 
Monday 25th October and a programme of events is scheduled from Friday 29th - Sunday 
31st October.  Brought to you by North Wessex Downs AONB, Marlborough Town Council 
and Marlborough College, the festival combines art and science in a celebration of our dark 
skies here in the North Wessex Downs.  See full festival programme at: 
www.thelittleboxoffice.com/mdsf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Marlborough Summer School 

Sadly, Marlborough Summer School was cancelled this year but the NWDLT "Getting to 
Know the North Wessex Downs" course will go ahead (subject to Marlborough College 
agreement) next summer.  Details may be found on www.summerschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Quiz 

We are delighted to announce the NWDLT Quiz Night 2022 will take place on Saturday, 
12th March in Ramsbury Memorial Hall.  If you would like to join us, please email 
info@nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk.  Details will be on our website www.nwd-
landscapetrust.org.uk early in the New Year. 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
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NWD AONB 50th Anniversary 
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the North Wessex Downs AONB, 
events will be planned to mark the year.  Details of future events will be posted on the 
NWD AONB's website www.northwessexdowns.org.uk 

Raffle Winner  

Congratulations to Natalie Neal, the winner of our raffle.  "I’m really thrilled to win the prize 
and am looking forward to staying at the Crown & Anchor and visiting Wilton Windmill and 
Crofton Beam Engines – it’s going to be a really lovely couple of days!"  Thank you to those 
who bought tickets or donated, for helping us deliver our important conservation work in 
the North Wessex Downs.  Just over £1,900 was raised and thanks must also go to The 
Crown & Anchor in Ham, Wilton Windmill and Crofton Beam Engine for their generous 
prizes.   

Meet Our New Trustee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Mathew 

Charles moved to Oxfordshire over forty years ago 
after a career in the City and was an Oxfordshire 
County Councillor from 2006 to 2021. As a Councillor 
he represented the authority on the North Wessex 
Downs AONB Council of Partners. On stepping down 
as a Councillor, Charles joined the Trust. He is a 
Chartered Accountant with strong concerns for all 
aspects of the Countryside and the historic 
environment, having originally read archaeology at 
Cambridge. 
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On behalf of the North Wessex Downs AONB, the Trust manages the Sustainable 
Development Fund (SDF) to deliver environmental, social and economic benefits for our 
landscape and the people living and working here. 

The Fund supports small-scale projects promoted by local communities and charities.  For 
further information on the Sustainable Development Fund, please go to our website 
www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk where details will be found under the table "Our Work".   
We are delighted to have been able to support the following project recently, and hope 
that other villages may use this model in the future: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim of Wilsford village's restoration project is to improve diversity of flowers and 
habitat along wildflower-rich roadside verges and engage with the local residents.  Two 
surveys identified 36 herbaceous perennials, 11 grasses, and 9 invertebrates. To reduce the 
fertility of the grass and enable the wildflowers to be more dominant,  two cut and collects 
have been undertaken and another is planned in the autumn when Yellow Rattle will be 
planted to help target locations where the verges/wildflowers need improvement. All work 
has and will be undertaken by volunteers.  
For further information on the Sustainable Development Fund application process, visit: 

https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/grants-funding/sustainable-development-
fund.html 

 Wilsford Wildflower Verges Restoration 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND 
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Farming in Protected Landscapes 

DEFRA's new Farming in Protected Landscapes programme forms part of the Government's 
Agricultural Transition Plan, designed to provide support in England’s 44 protected 
landscapes, including the North Wessex Downs. 

The Country Land and Business Association ("CLA") is encouraging farmers and landowners 
to act now on the first round of applications for the new funding.   Each protected 
landscape is allocated a budget and will be responsible for assessing and awarding funding 
for projects which deliver on at least one of four themes – climate, nature, people and 
place. Examples of potential projects include:   

• Restoring a poor-quality chalk stream for the water quality, biodiversity and natural flood 
management benefits this can bring. 
 
• Creating, restoring, extending, managing, buffering and/or connecting locally 
characteristic habitats, including species-rich chalk grassland, arable field margins, wet 
pasture, remnant heath land and common land, and wood pasture. 
 
• Replacing stiles with gates on public footpaths to promote easier access 
 
• Creating ponds to support a variety of wildlife 
 
• Restoring and maintaining wildlife corridors through the landscapes 
 
• Creating and promoting a series of farm walks across a cluster of farms, providing new or 
improved access opportunities, links to the rights of way network and interpretation of 
farming and of the natural and historic features on the land. 
 
• Conserving historic features on a farm, such as prehistoric barrows, hill forts or more 
recent historic structures. 
 
• Habitat creation, restoration or enhancement to improve species’ resilience in the face of 
climate change. 
 
• A pop-up camping facility, alongside the provision of new walking trails and on-site 
activities, including e.g. stargazing and dawn chorus walks. 
 
• Action to reduce carbon emissions on a farm. 
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• Wildlife-friendly management of public open spaces, including recreation and sports 
grounds, parks, playgrounds, greens, allotments, community orchards and commons. 
 
• Working with new audiences to enable them to experience, appreciate and care for the 
Protected Landscape. 
 
Overall, it’s a time of great change in the industry, which presents challenges but many 
opportunities. There is much to like in the new policy direction, and the CLA welcomes the 
vision to achieve the twin objectives of a sustainable and profitable farming sector and 
environmental recovery, as one cannot exist without the other. 
 
For more information about the CLA and its work, visit https://www.cla.org.uk/in-your-
area/south-east/ and follow @CLASouthEast on Twitter. 

For more information on Farming in Protected Landscapes and grant application, visit 
https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/grants-funding/farming-in-a-protected-
landscape.html 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cla.org.uk/in-your-area/south-east/
https://www.cla.org.uk/in-your-area/south-east/
https://twitter.com/clasoutheast

